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Meeting of the Socialist International Committee on Migrations,
Rabat, Morocco, 1 June 2015

DECLARATION
Original: Spanish
Migration is a global phenomenon that affects all countries on all continents.
Migrants are first and foremost human beings and, as such, they have rights.

Crisis situations and acute conflicts in various regions of the world are producing a
tragic and irreversible loss of innocent lives among victims of situations that are not of
their making. Given the increasing number of tragedies of this kind, the Migration
Committee has decided to convene urgently to discuss the situation and call for
immediate action.

The Socialist International hopes to find comprehensive, lasting and fair solutions that
might resolve the root causes of forced migration.

However, the Socialist International is aware of the urgent moral imperative to act to
stop the human bloodshed that undermines the basic foundations of social order.

The Socialist International Migrations Committee urges all its member parties to stand
true to their principles and to act decisively in circumstances in which neutrality or
indifference are not an option.

We must reject solutions to humanitarian crises that are founded on a logic of force or
based exclusively on maintaining security. We also reject the criminalisation of
migrants. In their precarious situation, they cannot, under any circumstances, be
considered guilty of their situation.

We socialists must be guided by the principles and values that we share as socialists:
respect for the dignity of all people, equal rights and opportunities and the pursuit of
justice in all actions: there is no greater or more urgent political aim than that of
safeguarding these principles.

We urge socialist Governments and Party representatives at all levels immediately to
put forward effective initiatives committing themselves to act with all their strength
and resources to stem the loss of human lives resulting from illegal migration.

Agreement and commitment must be sought between the various States, both in
regional institutions and in the context of the United Nations, but the responsibility of
individual States cannot wait or be dependent on the existence of these supranational
agreements or undertakings.

States not only have an obligation to comply with international law, under the treaties
and conventions to which they are party, but also the unavoidable moral duty to act
without delay to save human lives who depend on actions and decisions that are
within their reach.
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The Socialist International wants to highlight the case of victims of the situations
covered by the 1951 Convention and to urge all signatory countries to comply with it
scrupulously.

The case of the Rohingya people in Burma requires the international community as a
whole, and the neighbouring countries in particular, to take responsibility for
protecting these people, persecuted as they are in their place of origin, while lacking
any international protection to stop the oppression to which they are subjected or
even the slightest degree of solidarity that might provide them with a safe haven. The
Socialist International urges the Burmese authorities to cease all forms of persecution
of the Rohingya people, to recognise their nationality and the human rights to which
they are entitled.

The people of Sub-Saharan countries are being affected by armed conflicts, as well as
social and gender conflicts and extreme poverty. Emigration is the only escape for
many of these people. While the media spotlight is focused on Mediterranean
crossings, the new geopolitical map of migration flows shows that the majority of
these migrants travel to other African countries.

The Socialist International urges socialist parties in the region to strengthen their
immigrant protection policies to guarantee their safety and respect for their rights.

Countries such as Morocco are an example of a transit country which has become a
destination country for many, the authorities of which have sought to establish a
policy of acceptance and integration.

On numerous occasions, immigrants whose final destination is Europe are subject to
abuse by people trafficking networks, whose greed and ruthlessness lead them into
situations where their lives are put at risk.

The Socialist International urgently calls upon all policy makers to fight these criminal
organisations, but also to use all means to prevent the loss of any more lives.

It is also a priority to address the different causes, prospects and solutions in an honest
dialogue involving European and African political leaders, in order to find global, fair
and lasting solutions to the crises that are causing forced migration.

In addition to the actions taken directly by States, organisations like the UNHCR, which
devote their efforts to caring for millions of refugees and victims of conflicts, urgently
need more financial resources to meet their growing needs. Therefore, we call upon all
States to contribute jointly to meeting these unavoidable costs.

At its next meeting, which will take place at the United Nations headquarters in New
York on 6th and 7th July, the Socialist International will discuss the adoption of
international undertakings of a global nature, which will include the adoption of a
Charter of the Rights of Migrants, which will become a mandatory code of conduct for
political action by its member parties.



