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INITIATIVE	OF	THE	SOCIALIST	INTERNATIONAL	REGARDING	THE	ARMENIAN	GENOCIDE	

After	 the	 last	 Socialist	 International	 Congress,	 the	 world	 marked	 the	 Centennial	 of	 the	 Armenian	
Genocide	 and	witnessed	 a	 number	 of	 new	 countries,	 heads	 of	 states	 and	 international	 organizations	
officially	recognising	this	crime	against	all	humanity.	

The	 2014	December	 SI	 Council	Meeting	 in	Geneva,	 recognising	 the	 continued	worldwide	 progress	 on	
this	human	rights	and	genocide	prevention	 issue,	appropriately	placed	the	Armenian	Genocide	on	the	
agenda	of	its	first	Council	in	2015,	held	one	hundred	years	after	the	start	of	this	atrocity.		

The	 July	 2015	 Council	 Meeting	 in	 New	 York	 endorsed	 an	 agreement	 reached	 earlier	 by	 the	 SI	 Vice-
Presidents	 from	 Armenia	 and	 Turkey,	 for	 the	 Socialist	 International	 to	 organise	 a	 special	 hearing	 or	
round-table	 discussion	 around	 the	 theme:	 "How	 Turkish	 recognition	 of	 the	 Armenian	 Genocide	 can	
contribute	 to	 a	 genuine	 reconciliation	 between	 Turkey	 and	 Armenia?”	 This	 meeting	 was	 to	 have	
included	the	participation	of	representatives	of	SI	member	parties	in	both	Armenia	and	Turkey,	as	well	
as	other	interested	member	parties,	and	specially	invited	experts,	NGOs,	and	others.	

Consistent	with	both	past	decisions	on	this	matter	and	the	SI's	longstanding	support	for	a	just	resolution	
of	the	Armenian	Genocide,	the	SI	XXV	Congress	reaffirms	its	readiness	to	work	with	our	Armenian	and	
Turkish	 member	 parties	 to	 facilitate	 a	 hearing	 or	 round-table	 discussion	 regarding	 the	 benefits	 of	
Turkey's	recognition	of	the	Armenian	Genocide	for	reconciliation	between	Armenians	and	Turks.	
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