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Facing the challenges
ahead

On 20-23 June the Socialist
International held its seventeenth
congress in Lima with the theme of
‘Peace and economic solidarity’ at the
centre of the stage. This issue of Focus
carries edited versions of the
contributions by Willy Brandt, Kalevi
Sorsa and Michael Manley, and thus
provides a stimulating insight into the
debate which took place in Lima.
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struggle for development cannot be
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Thus, Kalevi Sorsa, the Finnish prime

minister, sets disarmament and security initiatives within a much wider context
than the highly technical negotiations surrounding arms-control agreements.
‘In the long run, only a comprehensive strategy involving equitable socio-
economic development, democratic and participatory reform, and the
promotion of political, economic, social and cultural rights’ would guarantee
the solution of conflicts. Such is the nature of the dual challenge facing
democratic socialists.

Discussions round the theme of ‘one world’, however, were not exclusively
limited to the need for a new international order based on peace and economic
cooperation. The last section of the Manifesto of Lima emphasises and dwells
at length on the need for the transformation of the Socialist International ‘from
a male-centred organisation into an integrated one, giving justice to women
all over the world’. That too is a major challenge.

And in facing up to the new challenges, many at the Lima Congress evoked
the memory of Olof Palme, the late leader of the Swedish Social Democrats.
Anita Gradin, head of the Swedish delegation, spoke for many when she said
that ‘Olof Palme was a man who had the courage to be in the forefront of many
international battles; his work for peace and security, for freedom and justice,
inspired many of us.’
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