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Council meeting of the Socialist International
United Nations, Geneva, 12-13 December 2014
Declaration on the conflict in northern Iraq and Syria
In relation to the ongoing struggle against terrorism in northern Iraq and Syria, the Council reiterates
the need for action to bring the insurgency to an end, as expressed by the Council at its last meeting
in Mexico City in June and by the Presidium of the SI from the United Nations, New York in
September.
The atrocities committed by terrorist groups against innocent civilians in the region are barbaric and
condemned by the Socialist International. Coordinated international action is required on a number
of fronts in order to eliminate ISIS and the threat it poses not only to the people of Iraq and Syria but
to the wider region and the world. Military action alone cannot defeat the terrorist insurgency, but
rather the conditions for its growth and root causes must also be addressed. Violence and terrorism
are the result of lack of democracy, equality, tolerance, and the existence of a totalitarianism system
and the centralist mentality, which denies ethnic, religious, and political pluralism. Effective action
must also necessarily incorporate measures to prevent the flow of funds and terrorist fighters from
entering the conflict.
Long-term peace in Syria requires a national political solution, with an important role to be played
by the international community. The oppression and subjugation of the Syrian people under the
Assad regime and the violence employed by the regime have weakened the democratic opposition
and fuelled the growth of extremism. Only a democracy with respect for the rights and freedoms of
all, regardless of ethnicity or religion is acceptable in Syria, and this requires the removal of both ISIS
and the Assad regime. The democratic opposition, including the National Coalition of Syrian
Revolutionary and Opposition Forces, the Syrian Kurds and all those who stand for this fundamental
objective have our full support.
Those who have suffered for many decades at the hands of dictatorial regimes are once again on the
front line of the battle against extremism. We express our solidarity with all those affected by this
conflict, which has had a particularly heavy impact on the Kurdish population. We recognise the
extraordinary sacrifices being made to keep this terrorist threat at bay and prevent its wider spread
and fully support the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) in Iraq in their efforts to combat the
current terrorist threats in the region.
We equally express our solidarity to the people of Kobani, who have become a symbol of the fight
against terrorism, and to all the Kurdish people, who in many places have led the resistance against
the terrorist insurgency, are part of the solution to the regional conflict and a key partner for peace
and stability. As a nation, they must be granted their rightful democratic voice.
The regional humanitarian crisis has been further exacerbated by the violence and terrorism. All
efforts must be made to provide humanitarian assistance to the 3.2 million Syrian refugees, who
represent the largest mandate of the UNHCR. We equally urge support in the form of humanitarian
aid to the 1.5 million people who have been made refugees and internally displaced persons in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq as a result of the terrorist insurgency.
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Council meeting of the Socialist International
United Nations, Geneva, 12-13 December 2014
Declaration on Peace in the Middle East
The Council of the Socialist International, meeting in Geneva on 12-13 December 2014, held
discussions on the theme of international peace and security and reflected on the prospects for
peace in the Middle East.
The Council recalled previous declarations of the SI, in particular the SI Council in New York in June
2010, the SI Middle East Committee (SIMEC) in June 2011 and the SI Council in Istanbul in November
2013. Reflecting representations made by the Israeli and Palestinian member parties of the Socialist
International, the Council:
- reaffirms the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination, including the right to their
independent State of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its capital, and reaffirms its commitment, in
accordance with international law, to bringing an end to the Israeli occupation that started in 1967
in order to achieve the two-state solution between Israel and Palestine, as two sovereign and
democratic states for all their citizens and a just solution to the issue of Palestinian refugees.
- expresses its support for the diplomatic initiatives in support of this right including the resumption
of negotiations, and calls for the international community to take urgent action to meet its political,
legal and moral responsibility in this regard.
After more than 20 years of failing to achieve peace through the bilateral peace process, we believe
that the time has come for the international community to meet its responsibility under
international law to bring an end to the occupation and all impediments to the exercise by the
Palestinian people of their right to self-determination.
Recalling our 2011 Athens Council declaration on the Middle East, whereby we called for the
recognition of the State of Palestine if negotiations failed, the SI calls upon all its members to:
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

6.

Support the immediate unconditional recognition of the State of Palestine on the 1967
border with East Jerusalem as its capital. Self-determination in an independent Palestine
on the 1967 border is a recognized legal right of the Palestinian people. In case that a SI
ensure the recognition of the State of Palestine.
To support a greater international role through an international conference that will
include various international actors from different regions in order to push for a just and
lasting peace based on international law for Israel and Palestine, including ending the
occupation that began in 1967.
To support the Palestinian initiative at the UN Security Council to set a deadline of two
years to end the Israeli occupation of the State of Palestine.
To support a total freeze of settlement activities, the destruction of homes and the
deportation of Palestinians.
Encourage the non-violent approach at all levels and by all parties and to demand the
immediate cessation of all forms of violence by the Israeli army and settlers against the
Palestinian non-violent resistance and the end of all Israeli settlement activities in the
occupied Palestinian territories including Jerusalem.
To support the immediate lifting of the siege on the Gaza Strip and the initiation of
immediate and full reconstruction there.
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Council meeting of the Socialist International
United Nations, Geneva, 12-13 December 2014
Declaration on resolution of conflicts

Under the main theme of international peace and security: the resolution of conflicts and
countering terrorism, the Council of the Socialist International met at the United Nations,
Geneva on 12-13 December 2014. Representatives from a number of the countries in the
world currently affected by conflict presented their perspectives.
Social democracy has its roots as a movement for peace, which is a fundamental precondition
for human progress and prosperity. The future safety, freedom and prosperity of humanity is
dependent on the prevalence of peace and the respect of international law and the peaceful
resolution of conflict. Military conflict and the destruction of life is the opposite of all that this
movement stands for. As social democrats we must also make concerted efforts in the field of
conflict prevention, seeking to ensure that disputes and differences are resolved in the realm
of politics rather than in confrontation. One preventative measure is to address the power
structures and the military culture, which pave the way for conflicts.
Solutions to the active conflicts found in the world require a functional system of global
governance, to replace the unclear power relations that have allowed them to develop. The
solutions to conflicts need to come from a political root, and be addressed from a political
perspective. Multilateral solutions are now required in a multipolar world. At a time of greater
global insecurity, the role of the United Nations is critical for the advancement of the values of
solidarity, equality, sustainable development and justice, values that are at the core of our
global movement. The SI has a strong partnership with the UN and believes that close links
between the UN and parliaments, parties, policy makers, and civil society are essential.
The high level of conflict present in the world has led to an unprecedented acceleration in the
number of people displaced and a humanitarian crisis. There are many active conflicts we see
in the world today that are producing no winners, only losers, and many of those losers have
been left in desperate conditions. The number and scale of conflicts have pushed the
humanitarian system close to breaking point, with a shortage of money for food support to
those affected by various conflicts. We declare our support for the efforts of the UNHCR and
the humanitarian aid and development community. We appeal to all to provide the necessary
assistance to alleviate the ongoing humanitarian tragedies in many corners of the world.
The SI believes that peace in the world is deeply linked with the respect of human and minority
rights, transparent democratic governance, social justice, equitable distribution of wealth and
sustainable use of resources.
dicators of a
stable, equitable and peaceful society.
In this context, the Council recognises the important role of women in the prevention and
resolution of conflicts and in peace-building, and is committed to the implementation of UN
resolution 1325. This will ensure the participation of women in peace processes and
transitions by the means of introducing affirmative action for decision-making politicians in all
phases of conflicts, from prevention to peace-building.
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Finally the SI clearly believes that the fight against violence and terrorism cannot lead to the
violation of fundamental human rights or the erosion of democratic freedoms and institutions.
Our strength lies in the deepening of our democratic institutions and values.

______
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Meeting of the Council of the Socialist International
United Nations, Geneva, 12-13 December 2014

Declaration on democracy

Meeting at the United Nations, Geneva on 12-13 December 2014, the Council of the Socialist
International held discussions under the theme of
strengthen democratic governance Council delegates reflected that where democracy was being
strengthened around the world, it was in a great many cases due to the efforts of member parties of
the Socialist International. In other countries, where democracy is weak or absent, our members are
leading the struggle in favour of this basic right.
In line with the deep and fundamental commitment of the Socialist International to the
establishment, development, strengthening and protection of democracy, the Council recognises the
indispensible role of democratic institutions. A particular challenge to democracy occurs when
democratically elected governments employ undemocratic practices to drive through their agenda
and consolidate power. Solid institutions guarantee democratic rights and are a safeguard against
the emergence of governments with authoritarian tendencies that have been legitimised by the
democratic process.
A more representative and inclusive state is necessary. This means that the state should be
connected with its citizens to ensure mass participation and genuine representation. Democracy
must not be allowed to stagnate, but be a dynamic process which we constantly strive to improve.
We must look for the best way to ensure that the most vital role of democracy is fulfilled, that is to
say the representation of the freely expressed wishes of the electorate.
Dissatisfaction with the electoral process creates disaffection with the political system and is
beneficial to extremist parties and ideologies that have been able to benefit from this feeling of
alienation. It is vitally important that our movement is able to engage and give hope to young people
and become educators for the next generation. Increasing equality of opportunities to education is
the only way to address the causes that enable extremist ideologies to gain ground.
Transparency and the struggle against corruption go hand in hand with democracy, in order that
those who exercise power are permanently accountable to those who elected them to those
positions. Open and participatory government administration can bring citizens closer to public
issues and reinforce their inclusion in a democratic decision-making system. Member parties of the
Socialist International who are in government should work to strengthen this element of their
governance.
Next year the world will celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the Beijing Conference and is an
occasion for renewed political will and commitment for a strong, effective, accelerated
implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action (BPfA), focussing on the redistribution of
resources, opportunities and power. In order to contribute to this implementation, the SI and its
member parties are committed to accelerating the achievement of an equal sharing of decisionmaking positions by the use of quotas.
Our belief is that political parties, and in particular those who are members of our global movement,
can be agents for positive social and political change, by embracing democracy in its fullest capacity
and acting as the guardians of the democratic process.
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Meeting of the Council of the Socialist International
United Nations, Geneva, 12-13 December 2014

Resolution on Venezuela
Original: Spanish
The World Council of the Socialist International, meeting in Geneva on 12-13 December 2014,
after having received the report of the SI Special Envoys on their visit to Caracas on 13-16
November, and having listened to Lilian Tintori, the wife of Leopoldo López, and the views of its
member parties in Venezuela, and the International Coordinator of the Mesa de Unidad
Democrática, resolves:
To endorse the conclusions of the Special Envoys
López must be considered illegal and arbitrary due to the continuous irregularities and delays in
the legal proceedings; the permanent denial to requests of provisional release, which ignores the
principle of presumption of innocence; the violation of his human rights during the ten months he
has been held in prison; illicit penitentiary punishments, isolation, obstruction of his private
communication with his lawyer and constant restrictions to his visitors; and especially, for the
political nature of the charges against him;
To deplore the fact that the government authorities did not respond to the initiative of this
International, missing out on an opportunity for dialogue with its Special Envoys which would have
made it possible to open a way forward towards the freedom of Leopoldo López and the other
political prisoners. Furthermore, to deplore as well that the Venezuelan government, the
legislative power and the Judiciary had paid no attention until now to the different statements by
organs of the United Nations that have demanded the immediate liberation of Leopoldo López and
other political prisoners;
To request that the Venezuelan authorities respect the full autonomy of the Judiciary so that they
may fulfil with impartiality their role of guarantors of the human rights of all the Venezuelans. At
the same time, to urge the Prosecutor to fulfil his functions within the framework of the Rule of
Law, underlining that its proper functioning is especially important in a nation that shows high
levels of violence and insecurity and where the people feel fear and vulnerability due to the
impunity applied to many grave crimes;
To request the International Committee of the Red Cross to send a mission to Venezuela to inspect
the prison conditions, and, in particular, to visit the political prisoners;
To condemn the arbitrary and illegal detention and the imprisonment of Leopoldo López, Daniel
Ceballos, Vicenzo Scarano and hundreds of other Venezuelans who are political prisoners;
To condemn the repression of political protests and the massive detention of university students;
To request the liberation of Leopoldo López, Daniel Ceballos, Vicenzo Scarano and other political
prisoners in the country;
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To ask the Venezuelan government to respect its obligations contained in the International Pact of
Civil and Political Rights;
To request the Venezuelan government to respect its obligations contained in the Treaties under
the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment, of which
Venezuela is part;
To request conditions for the return of political figures in exile, in particular Manuel Rosales,
leader of UNT, Carlos Ortega and Carlos Vecchio;
To call for the lifting of the censorship on the freedom of information which has been imposed in
Venezuela;
To once again express its solidarity with the Venezuelan people and their prisoners of conscience,
reiterating the engagement of the Socialist International with Venezuelan democracy, calling for
the immediate freedom of Leopoldo López and all the people who are in jail today for political
reasons.

_______________
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Council meeting of the Socialist International
United Nations, Geneva, 12-13 December 2014

Declaration on Belarus

The Socialist International continues to campaign for the release of political prisoners in Belarus,
including Mikalai Statkevich, leader of its member party in that country, the Belarusian Social
Democratic Party (BSDP-NH). Presidential elections in that country will take place within the next
year, yet Statkevich has remained imprisoned since the previous elections in December 2010, almost
the entire duration of a presidential term.
The Lukashenko regime continues to disregard human rights, and political freedoms in Belarus and
we urge the international community to increase political pressure on the regime to bring change.
In line with its clear message on democracy, delivered from the United Nations in Geneva on 12-13
December 2014, the SI Council calls for:
The release of Mikalai Statkevich and all political prisoners in Belarus, among them opposition
leaders and human rights activists.
The establishment of democratic governance in the country in time for the presidential elections in
late 2015, and a free and fair electoral process.

______
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Meeting of the Council of the Socialist International
United Nations, Geneva, 12-13 December 2014

Resolution on the Ebola virus epidemic
Original: French
The Council of the Socialist International, meeting in Geneva on 12-13 December 2014,
Considering that the Ebola virus epidemic is a public health emergency of international
importance;
Acknowledging that the impact of this disease can be minimised by preventive measures as
well as a strengthened and effective system of surveillance and response;
Equally acknowledging that faced with this alarming situation, the only objective remains
the stopping of the transmission of the disease in a spirit of international solidarity, the
mobilisation of resources and the harmonisation of strategies;
Expresses a deep concern with regard to the weakness of the health systems in the
countries affected in confronting epidemics, notably the Ebola virus epidemic which is
currently rampant in West Africa;
Affirms all its solidarity to the affected countries, whose populations are being severely
tested;
Underlines the need for a substantial international mobilisation to confront this epidemic
and commits the member parties of the SI to mobilise additional resources to support the
countries concerned.

_______________
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Meeting of the Council of the Socialist International
United Nations, Geneva, 12-13 December 2014

Declaration on elections in Uruguay
Original: Spanish

The SI Council, meeting in Geneva on 12-13 December 2014, on the subject of the recent elections in
Uruguay:
welcomes the victory of the Frente Amplio (Broad Front), a coalition of all the left, which includes
the Socialist Party and the New Space party among its members, both full member parties of the SI;
declares that a third government of the Frente Amplio will allow the consolidation of the changes in
Uruguay in the direction of more democracy and more social justice, principles shared by the SI; and
salutes Tabaré Vásquez, the newly elected President, a position he had previously held during the
period 2005-2010.

________________
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Council meeting of the Socialist International
United Nations, Geneva, 12-13 December 2014

Declaration of solidarity with the students of Ayotzninapa, Guerrero, in Mexico

The Council of the Socialist International declares its solidarity with the families of the 43 students
in
September.
We condemn those responsible for these acts, and offer our full support all the political actors who
are pursuing our commonly shared principles of transparency and the fight against organised crime,
and seeking to find justice for the students.
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PAKISTAN
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VENEZUELA
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NIGERIA

Socialist International greets successful Presidential elections in Nigeria
01 APRIL 2015

The Socialist International expresses its satisfaction at the successful holding of the Presidential
elections in Nigeria this week which will, for the first time in this country, allow a peaceful transfer of
power from one civilian to another representing different political forces. The fact that this
achievement takes place in the most populous country of Africa is a significant advance for
democracy in that continent.
We extend our recognition to all the political actors in these elections, including the victorious
candidate and next President, Muhammadu Buhari, the outgoing President, Goodluck Jonathan, the
political parties and the people of Nigeria who genuinely and democratically engaged in the electoral
process thereby validating its enormous significance for the nation.
The Socialist International particularly and warmly congratulates the All Progressives Congress, APC,
the political force presenting the candidature of M. Buhari, a party which at the last Council meeting
of our International in December 2014 was accepted as a member of the organisation.
As an international political family, we wish the new President and the All Progressives Congress in
Nigeria strength, wisdom and success in the challenging agenda that lies ahead to deepen and
consolidate democracy, to achieve credible and transparent government institutions to allow good and
effective governance, to defeat and eliminate terror and its devastating consequences, and to bring
about a society free of fear and free of poverty for all the Nigerian people.
We call on the entire international community to support Nigeria in these endeavours.
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NEPAL

Nepal experienced a devastating earthquake on Saturday, 25 April 2015 at 11.56 am. The epicenter
of the earthquake (7.6 on the Richter scale) was in Gorkha District northwest of Kathmandu Valley.
This earthquake has had devastating impact on human lives and property in Nepal.
The human toll is predicted to be in the thousands, it is yet early days to find out the exact number
of lives lost (already the count is more than 2,000 dead) due to inaccessibility of the hilly and
mountainous areas where villages after villages have been razed to the ground.
Herewith a letter of appeal from Sher Bahadur Deuba, Chair of the SI Asia-Pacific Committee and
Vice-President of the Socialist International.
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